THE  FOUR  GEORGES

that though I supported him and his colleagues, yet
that I appeared not to like them, consequently that he
and they were resolved when he came again to Town
to resign if they did not meet with a kind reception,
and those they thought their enemies were not frowned
upon.

"You will, my dear Lord, easily conceive what
indignation I felt at so very offensive a declaration, yet
I mastered my temper, and we parted with cool
civility. Can anyone in their senses think this mode of
acting the way to obtain favour? No, but his Grace
has not much of that ingredient in his composition. I
beg you will send me a line in answer, whether any part
of this was known to you.

"Richmond Lodge.
"June 1 2th,

When the King came to the throne the administration
was a Whig coalition, and the leading men in the ministry
were the Duke of Newcastle and William Pitt the elder.
George determined that his first step should be to break
up the Government, and he insisted upon adding a sen-
tence of his own to the speech with which he opened
Parliament. The new clause began, "Born and educated
in this country, I glory in the name of Britain," and went
on to express the Royal confidence in the loyalty of the
people, and the monarch's desire to promote their wel-
fare. The phrasing was unexceptionable, but the speech
was, as everyone knew, the ministers' and not the King's.
The word "Britain", however, had an ominously Scottish
ring, and its insertion was generally believed to be due to
1 The Correspondence of King George the Third from Ij6o to December,
edited by the Hon. Sir John Fortescue, Vol. I, pp. 116-117.
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